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MAPS- Mid-Atlantic Peony Society

• Membership organization 

• Dues $10 yearly 

• Newsletters 

• Dig and Divide Event which is a demonstration and peony root sale in 
October that is free and open to the public. 

• Root sale and some years an auction of less common varieties 

• Mission- To educate and increase the number of peonies to be found in 
gardens in the Mid-Atlantic area. 

• Garden tours, guest lecturers, and more….



Your speaker- Bernie Miller

• Married to Debbie who supports my habit as long as she has peonies to cut and share. 

• Member of the MAPS executive board 

• Hosted the Dig and Divide event during the last two years with the pandemic (outside) 

• Gardens and has over 100 varieties of peonies in his garden beds. 

• Currently volunteers one day a week at Chanticleer Garden in Wayne, PA. 

• Previously was a part time florist and did weddings 

• Previously was on the 4-H Board and the 4-H Indoor Gardening Committee. 

• Took several courses at Temple University and Longwood Gardens in horticulture. 

• Loves to garden!



January- Time to think about planting peonies 
from August through November!!!!

Kopper Kettle Itoh Peony



January- Thinking 9 months ahead

• Many of the mail order or 
internet-based growers open 
their websites in January for 
purchases that will be delivered 
in the autumn. Especially 
important if you are looking to 
purchase varieties that have only 
been on the market the last 5 
years as they sell out quickly.



January- Time for a bit of education and 
research
• There are three types of peonies 
• Herbaceous- grow from the ground in spring, flower and will die back to 

ground level in autumn. Requires old growth removal before the new season. 
• Tree – the plant will grow between 3 to 8 feet tall depending on the variety 

and planting location, has woody stems, does not die back, does not typically 
require removal of healthy stems. 
• Intersectional or Itoh (names used interchangeably)- a cross between a tree 

peony and a herbaceous peony plant resulting in a bush like peony. Plant 
grows from the ground in one season like a herbaceous peony but has woody 
stems and will only get up to 2.5 to 3 feet high. Some would say we now have 
a bush peony. In a mild weather year some stems might sprout above ground 
level if left unpruned. 



January- A time of rest (for the peony)



January
Herbaceous peonies die down 
to the ground and a good 
snow is good for the peony as 
it needs a period of cold 
temperatures to develop roots 
and rest. Consistent cold 
periods are ideal conditions. 
Peonies do not grow without 
extraordinary measures in 
Florida, parts of southern 
California and other warm 
climates.



Tree Peony   Row of herbaceous peonies  Tree Peony



February
Do not panic if you see 
small signs of growth. 
Peonies are very tough 
and a bit of cold weather 
will not typically impact 
the plant unless a bud/
bloom has started to show 
color.



March- Final 
Cleanup

• Remove remaining leaves and 
stems on herbaceous and Itoh 
peonies. 

• Cleanup fallen leaves from around 
tree peonies. 

• This is to prevent disease in the 
new growing season. 

• Do NOT place peony discards in 
your compost pile.



February and into March- Impulse buying at big box 
stores or nurseries of prepackaged roots.



March- 
Signs of life. 
Yes, we still 
have frost and 
freezing 
conditions. 
Peonies march 
forward!

Herbaceous with 6 growth points Tree peony growth with flower bud



March- Time to feed peonies

Right time to 
fertilize herbaceous 
and Intersectional/ 
Itoh peonies. 
The new growth 
looks like lipstick, 
usually a pinkish 
tone and is less than 
4 inches high. 
Side dress  a 
handful of fertilizer 
around the roots.

Less than 
ideal time 
to fertilize. 
Plant is 
already 
pushing 
leaves.



March
• Look at the dramatic difference in growth in just a month. Frost 

and freezing temperatures typically do not impact these leaves. 
• Some gardeners panic with frost warnings and try to cover the 

plants with blankets, buckets and shower curtains. You can snap 
the stems of the plants with these strategies. 

• Ideal time to add supports/staking for your herbaceous peonies 
that you know flop when they bloom.



Staking Idea?

• Goal is to keep blooms 
from getting ruined due to 
touching the ground or run 
over by the lawn mower. 

• Other suggestions for 
stakes include: 
• Tomato cages 
• Wooden stakes with 

string tied 
• Some branches from 

bushes  
• Star pattern 



Sun Requirements for Peonies: 
Ideally 6 hours like tomatoes except for P. Japonica



Woodland Peony 
(shade lover) 

partial sun



Spring and Fall 
Interest 
Black seeds are viable. 
3 to 5 years from seed to maturity



April Flowers- Peony gardeners talk about the 
possibility of 9 weeks of bloom. It begins here



April- Early Scout makes a real statement and 
is reliable with little damage from late frost.



April- Both Early Tree Peonies and Herbaceous start to 
bloom. Most will have single or double petals.

Tree Peony    Tree Peony



April-       
Tree Peony 

Season



Species Tree 
Peony



Generic Red Peony- type you find at many nurseries potted from roots bought in China 
and shipped by the thousands.



Tree Peony color range 
(lavender, pink, red, copper, yellow, 
maroon, white)



Tree Peonies will outlive you if 
given the right growing conditions

Good drainage, neutral or alkaline soil, full sun but ideally partial shade in the afternoon so flowers last longer.



Dinner Plate  
Sized Blooms

No staking required. Place in the middle or back of your flower bed depending on the maximum size growth.



Boreas Tree 
Peony



Chalice, Athena, Roy Pehrson’s Best Yellow 
All herbaceous peonies (names are from left to right)



Soft Apricot Kisses and Coral Scout 
(herbaceous peonies)



Magical Mystery Tour Itoh Peony



Late April and all of May- Time for the Intersectionals to 
bloom



Bartzella Itoh Peony
Most common of the Itoh 
peonies as it has been mass 
produced via cloning. 

Loved for it clean yellow 
flowers, nice growth habit and 
length of bloom. 

Price point has gone from $99 
when it was first generally 
available to now prices ranging 
from $20 to $30 per plant.



Growing 
Conditions

• Ideally six hours of sun 

• Fertilize once in the 
autumn and once in the 
spring before leaves 
appear. 

• Good air circulation 

• Prune stems to the ground 
in late fall or very early 
spring 

• Best if planted in the 
autumn when root growth 
takes place.



So many choices as hybridizers continue to explore options

Canary Brilliant    Canary Brilliant   Strawberry Crème Brulé 



Do not be 
concerned



May- The month when 
the queen of flowers is 
in all of it’s glory!
Festiva Maxima- old time favorite herbaceous 
peony. Highly fragrant, commonly available, 
ideal for cutting, good height, requires staking 
as many double flowering peonies require. 



Consider size and 
blooming period
This short clip shows a collection of herbaceous and 
intersectional peonies in front of a boxwood hedge. 

For fun every other plant is a herbaceous peony. The 
intersectional in this planting tend to bloom a few 
days to a week ahead of the herbaceous peonies 
which extends the bloom period in front of the 
house. 

Mahogany (burgundy) herbaceous is good for the 
front of a border.



Look for…..
Use of political yard sign metal as 
supports. 

Old Faithful herbaceous peony 
opens up from the previous 
video. Height and length of stems 
for cut flowers. 

The number of buds still available 
to open on the intersectional to 
help give a long bloom period. 

Number of blooms on 
intersectionals



Flashback to April
Do as I say and not as I do! 

Plants should be three feet apart. 

Mulch should be pulled away from the 
crown when they start to sprout. 

Do not bury peonies in multiple inches of 
mulch. 

This is a retaining wall so they have 
excellent drainage. 

These plants are growing in construction 
clay that has been amended as much as 
possible. 

Will see a variety of size plants as I 
continue to add and divide peonies.



See the same flower bed 
going in the opposite 
direction during the May 
blooming period.
Borough requires a railing due to the height of 
the retaining wall so I took advantage of it and 
have placed clematis as a background. They 
are blooming at the same time as the peonies.



Coral Charm Herbaceous

One of the most loved colors. Take note that the color does fade with age of the bloom.



May-Herbaceous



Old Faithful Herbaceous



Herbaceous Showstoppers!

Cora Louise Itoh



Peonies as Cut 
Flowers

• Cut blooms in the morning. 

• Cut the least amount of stem 
possible as the leaves 
generate the food to be 
stored in the roots for next 
year’s growth and blooms. 

• Itoh blooms will have shorter 
stems. 

• Tree peonies are typically cut 
short and floated in a bowl. 

• Cut peony stems can be 
stored over two months dry 
in a refrigerator wrapped in 
plastic. 



Always the questions about ants

• Do they hurt the 
buds or flowers? 

• Are they 
necessary for the 
health and 
wellbeing of the 
peony plant? 

• Yuck, how do I get 
rid of them? 





June- Enjoy the end of the blooming season



Yellow, Champagne, 
and Ivory
• The range of colors is expanding.  

• Consider the expanded use of peonies 
in cut flower arrangements and in 
garden designs. 

• Check out prices before clicking and 
placing it in your cart. Prices can range 
from $10 to $2000 per division of roots 
of three to five eyes.



July

• Deadhead seed heads that you are not collecting so that nutrition 
goes to the roots. 
• Pay attention to the rest of your gardens. Peonies will only be 

bothered by powdery mildew if it is a wet or very humid season.



August- Grafting Tree Peonies to herbaceous 
root stock



September through November

Dig and 
Divide 
Peonies  
Example is a 
herbaceous 
peony root 
cluster. 

Time to plant 
newly 
purchased or 
mail order 
sources. 

Time to 
fertilize with a 
side dressing.

Time to clean 
up the plants 
to get them 
ready for next 
spring.  
Cut 
herbaceous 
and 
intersectional 
peonies to the 
ground 
Rake up leaves 
under tree 
peonies.



MAPS Dig and Divide Event



Planting Herbaceous and 
Itoh Peonies

Ideally looking to divide 
with a saw or sharp 

shovel where each plant 
will get 3 to 5 eyes.

Cut off any roots that 
may have gotten 

damaged during the 
digging process.

If available, sprinkle 
Mycorrhizal Inoculant 
on roots or dilute and 
water in the plant with 

this fungi.

Plant at the same depth 
of 1-2 inches below the 
surface. DO NOT PLANT 
TOO DEEP or they will 

never bloom.

In Mid-Atlantic area lime 
is used to decrease the 

acidity of the soil.
Fertilize 



December- Time to dream about the next 
growing season!



Thank you for your participation in 
this event and we hope you have 
benefited from the information.


